
  HSE, Academic Year 2014/2015 

1 | P a g e  
 

Field Experiments – Design and Policy 

Syllabus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overview  

Experimental economics has become a popular research field in economics. The 
focus of this course, Field Experiments – Design and Policy, will be to learn and 
train how to design and implement field experiments. The course will be 
organized as follows.  

In the first part of the course we will talk about how to design and implement an 
intervention in the field, how to minimize the implementation failures and how to 
analyze collected data. The first part will end with midterm examination.  

The second half of the course will be dedicated to ”topics in field experiments”. 
We will use existing results from successful field experiments to discuss topics in 
development economics, as well as their designs, implementation and data 
analysis. Final examination will complete the course agenda.  

Expectations  

Students are expected to prepare for the course, follow the reading list and 
participate actively during the classes. Active and regular participation (not less 
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than 80%) is rewarded by 5% of the total score. No prerequisites required; the 
course is open to all students.  During the school year students will be given three 
quizzes whose results will count as 15% of the final grade. Participation on quizzes 
will be, however, voluntary. Midterm and Final examination will count together 
as 50%, 20% for the midterm and 30% for the final examination. Students will be 
expected to write a project proposal, which should serve as a training to write a 
grant proposal. The proposal’s value will be 30% of the final grade. Proposals can 
be prepared individually or in pairs. Each student/group will have a chance to 
discuss her/their proposal in a form of short presentation during the exercise 
sessions highlighting the main idea of the proposed intervention, design and its 
peculiarities. The presentation should help students to eliminate mistakes and/or 
improve the proposal quality. Such exercise should train students to write 
successful grant proposals.  

Grading  

• Participation: 5%  
• Quizzes: 15% 
• Midterm: 20% 
• Final: 30%  
• Project proposal: 30% 

 

Block I: Field Experiments  
 

Lecture 1: Introduction to the Experimental economics 

• Laboratory experiments vs. Field experiments vs. Laboratory experiments in 
the field; Randomized Control Trials versus other methods 

• Exercise Session: Randomization 
• Readings: Duflo, Glennerster and Banerjee 2007, Bruhn and McKenzie 2009, 

List 2007 
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Lecture 2: Field experiment designs I 

• Types of designs, designing stages 
• Exercise Session: Implementation and its difficulties (externalities, attrition, 

spillover effects, selection, Hawthorne and John Henry effects, …) 
• Readings: Duflo, Glennerster and Banerjee 2007, Miguel and Kremer 2004, 

Banerjee, Duflo, Cole, and Linden 2007, Angrist et al 2002, Olken 2005 

Lecture 3: Field experiment designs II 

• Stratification, blocking, level of outcomes 
• Exercise Session: Budget scheme and Proposal requirements 
• Readings: Duflo, Glennerster and Banerjee 2007, Miguel and Kremer 2004, 

Banerjee, Duflo, Cole, and Linden 2007 

Lecture 4: Field experiment designs III 

• Sample size and Power Calculations 
• Exercise Session: Optimal Design Software 
• Readings: Duflo, Glennerster and Banerjee 2007, OD Software Manual, 

Blimpo 2010 

Lecture 5: Data analysis I 

• Measurement of treatment effects 
• Exercise Session: STATA software 
• Readings: Duflo, Glennerster and Banerjee 2007, Microeconometrics using 

STATA 

Lecture 6: Data analysis II 

• Measurement of treatment effects 
• Exercise Session: Departures from Perfect Randomization and 

Recapitulation 
• Readings: Duflo, Glennerster and Banerjee 2007, Microeconometrics using 

STATA 
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Lecture 7: Exam 

• Midterm examination 

Block II: Topics 

Lecture 1: Field experiments in health  

• Readings: Miguel and Kremer 2004, Chaudhury et al 2006 
• Exercise session: Poverty 

Lecture 2: Field experiments in education  

• Readings: Angrist, Bettinger, Bloom, King and Kremer 2002 
• Exercise session: Aid versus No Aid 

Lecture 3: Field experiments in consumer choice  

• Readings: Brown, Hossain and Morgan 2010 
• Exercise session: Presentations of project proposals 

Lecture 4: Field experiments in Labor economics  

• Readings: Bertrand and Mullainathan 2004; Fehr and Goette 2007 
• Exercise session: Presentations of project proposals 

Lecture 5: Field experiments in microfinance  

• Readings: de Mel, McKenzie and Woodruff 2008, McKenzie and Woodruff 
2008 

• Exercise session: Presentations of project proposals 

Lecture 6: Field experiments in credit and savings 

• Readings: Feigenberg, Field and Pande 2010 
• Exercise session: Presentations of project proposals and recapitulation 

Lecture 7: Final Examination 
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